II. 

ANCIENT COMMUNITIES 
AND TOPONYMS 


The Plain of Asea was the home of several communities in 
Antiquity. Those known to us from the sources are presented here in the 
company of their respective bibliography. Entries are followed by an 
English translation. The reader is asked to consult the End Map for 
numerical positions, while references to modern authors may be checked 
in the Bibliography. A topographical sketch accompanies most sections 
devoted to the identification of a site. 







1 . 

Orest hasion / ’OpeaGdoiov 


A. Testimonia 

i. Ancient 
Herodotos ix.ll 

o? pcv 5r] ouv ncruoa^Ln c^cAriAx^coav c?;co Xnapxr]<;- ot 5c ayycAot, ax; 
rpcpn cycyovcc, o\)5cv ctSoxcc; ncpt xrj^ c^oSou cnfjA0ov cnt xoxx; ccpopoxx;, 
cv voco 5f] c'xovxo; anaAAaaaca0oa tcoa amoi cnt xpv cotmoxi cxotaxoc;- 
cncA0ovxcc; 5c cAcyov xa5c. "'Ypcu; pcv, go AotKcSatpovtot oaoxou xrj5c 
pcvovxcc; r Yaictv0ta xc aycxc icoa nat^cxc, Koaanpo5ovxc<; xoxx; 
aoppaxoxx;- "A0r]voaot 5c ax; aStKcopcvot uno upccov xP^ct’ 
auppaxto^ KoaaAuaovxoa xao ncpaq oxoxao oicao<; av Sovaovroa* 
KoaaAx)aapcvot Sc, 5qAa yap oxt auppotxot BaatAccx; ytvopc0a, 
a‘oaxpaxc'oo6pc0a cn’ qv av ctccTvot c^nT^vxat. upcu; 5c xo cv0c\3xcv 
pa0naca0c okoTov av xt upTv c?; axoxoxi CKPatviy" xauxa Acyovxcov xcov 
ayycAcov, ot ccpopo t clnav cn’ 6pKau teat 5r) 5okcbv ctvat cv "Opco0ctcp 
oxctxovxac; cnt xoxx; ^ctvoxx;... ot 5c ax; oxok ct5oxc<; cnctpaoxcov xo 
Acyopcvov, cnctpopcvot 5c c?;cpa0ov nav xo cov, oooxc cv 0obpaxt 
ycvopcvot cnopcuovxo xqv xaxtaxqv Stcoicovxcc;... ot pcv 5f| c<; xov "lo0pov 
qnctyovxo- 

"So Pausanias’ army had marched away from Sparta, but as soon as it was 
day the envoys came before the ephors; they had no knowledge of the 
expedition, and were thinking to depart each one for his own home. 
When they arrived they said "You Lakedaimonians stay at home 
observing your festival of the Hyakinthia and disporting yourselves, while 
your allies are deserted; the Athenians for the wrong that you do them 
and for lack of allies will make their peace with the Persians as best they 
can, and thereafter, seeing that plainly we shall be the King’ allies, we 
will march with him against whatever land his men lead us. Then will you 
learn what the issue of this matter shall be for you." Thus spoke the 
envoys; and the ephors swore to them that they believed their army to be 
even now at Orestheion [Oresthasion], marching against the strangers... 
Having no knowledge of this the envoys questioned further as to what the 
tale might mean, and thereby learned the whole truth; where they 
marvelled and took the road with all speed after the army... so they made 

hnotr* In r^nrh fhn K'lhrnnc" 




Thoukydides v.64 

’Ev tcuxco 5’ otcpticvE l iou ocvzo l q CYyyeAio' nctpot xwv entxpSeiwv ek 
T eYeot<; on, ei (if) notpeaovxoa ev xax^t- omoaxpaexoa auxcbv TeYeot npo<; 
’ApYEtoo^ teat xoxx; ^uppax 01 ^ KOiL oaov oxk ckcpeaxpicev. evxotuGot 5f] 
popGeta xcov AaiceSoupovicov YtY^^xat auxcov xe kou xcov EtAcbxcov 
navSppei 6t,e?oi k od ol'oi ounco ixpoxepcov. ex<i>pouv Se eq '’OpeaGetov xp<; 
MoavaAtocp koc'l xo Tq pev ’’AptcaScov ocpexepon; ouot ^uppaxot? npoeTnov 
aGpotoeetotv ievou tcoaot rxoSodc; oroxebv Iq TeYeav, ocoxoi Se pexpi pev 
xox3 ’OpeoGetou navxe<; eAGovxec eiceiGev Se xo etaov pepo<; acpcov auxcov 
anonepcpavxe<; eix' oTtcou, ev to xo npeo(3'oxepov xe mi xo vecoxepov pv, 
coaxe xod oTkoi eppoupetv, xco Aotnco axpoaeupoat acpticvouvxou iq Teyeocv. 

"Meanwhile word came from their friends in Tegea that unless they 
should come quickly, Tegea would go over to the Argivcs and their allies, 
and already had all but done so. Whereupon succour was sent, both of 
the Lakedaimonians themselves and of the Helots, in full force, promptly 
and on such a scale as ne\er before. These advanced to Orestheion in 
Mainalia, and gave orders to their allies among the Arkadians to gel 
together and come close upon their heels to Tegea. After going all 
together as far as Orestheion [Oresthasion], they send home from there a 
sixth part of their force - in which were included the older and younger 
men - to keep guard at home, and with the remainder of their army 
reached Tegea." 

Pausanias viii.44,2 

pexot Se Atpovta^ ev ScIlo. xrj<; oSou noAecb<; eoxtv ’OpeoGaaiou tcoa 
aAAa {moAeuxopeva iq pvpppv kou ’ApxeptSoi; tepou ictovxei; ext- 
emtcApau; Se 'iepeta xp ’ApxeptSt iou. 

"After Haimoniai on the right of the road are some noteworthy remains 
of the city of Oresthasion, especially the pillars of a sanctuary to 
Artemis, which still are there. The surname ol Artemis is Priestess. 

Pausanias viii.3,1 

’OpeoGeuc; Se ’OpeoBaotov oiri&i 
"Oresthasion was founded by Orestheus." 











Pausanias viii.3,2 

<t>iyaAio: 5z tcou ’OpcaBaatov xpo^O pexotpotAAouat xck ovopoaot, 
’OpeaBetov xz ano 'Opcaxou KAnBsTaa xou '’Ayapcpvovo*;... 

"Phigalia and Oreslhasion in course of time changed their names, 

Oreslhasion to Oreslhcion after Orestes the son of Agamemnon..." 

Stephanos of Byzantion 

’OpEoeaoiov, jxoAk; ’ApmSiKn omo ’OpeoBe&x; xox3 Aurao-voi;. 
"Oresthasion, an Arkadian town named from Oresleus son of Lykaon." 

SEG xx 716 

ev Tcyeou rxou AoapoaBtSav xov ’OpeoBototov 

"in Tegea next to Daimailhidas who is from Oresthasion.” 

Pherekydcs, FGrllist 3: fragments 35a and b 
xo Sz 'Opcoxetov xrj<; Flappaotac; K£X“P taxat 
"Oresteion is separate from Parrasia." 

Pausanias viii.27,3 

noAac; 5z xooodSe r\oxxv onoaxxq uno xz npoBupta? kou 5ia xo zxBox; xo 
AatccSoapovtcov naxpt5a<; ocptatv o voocc, cKAtnetv enetBovxo ox 
’AptcaSec ' AAeot, riaAAcxvxiov, Euxata, Toupoaaov, "Aa«x, riepat0eT<;, 
'EAtaocov, ’OpeoBotatov, Atnata, Aikoaoe xotoxai; pev ek MoavotAou- 

"The following were the cities which the Arkadians were persuaded to 
abandon through their zeal and because of they hated the 
Lakedaimonians, in spite of the fact that these cities were their homes: 
Alea, Pallantion, Eutaia, Soumateion, Asea, Peraitheis, Helisson, 
Oresthasion, Dipaia, Lykaia; these were cities of Mainalos." 


ii. Modern 

LEAKE, 1846: 247, placed it at Marmaria. 

TORINO. 1895: 26-31 and 47-52. placed it at Avia Triddha. 




FRAZER, 1913: 412, placed it at Ay la Triddha. 

HITZIG-BLUMNER, 1907: 1,278, placed it at Ay la Triddha. 

PRITCHETT, 1982: 29-63, did not place it although he alluded to the fact 
that it may be found at Ayia Triddha. 

CURTIUS, 1851: 316-7, placed it on the Plain of Megalopolis 
BURSIAN, 1872: 227, placed it on the Western side of Oros Tsemberou. 
MEYER, RE: 1014 ff, suggested that it should be the Plain of 
Megalopolis. 

PETRON0TIS, 1973: 157, placed it at Kamardkia on the Plain of 
Megalopolis. 

JOST, 1974: 181, suggested that it was located on the Plain of Megalopolis. 
PIKOULAS, 1988: 107, placed it at the village of Marmaria on the 
Western slopes of Oros Tsemberou. 

DRAK6POULOS, 1991: 29-41, argued for its location at Ay la Triddha. 
DRAK0POULOS, 1992: identified its farthest limit as lying near to Ayios 
Yiannakis. 

B. The Site. (fig. 7) 
i. Identification 

A careful examination of the sources has proven that the naming of 
Oresthasion bears no connection to the myth of Orestes. Oresthasion was 
originally named after Orestheus son of Lykaon but there is no evidence 
connecting Lykaon with the Plain of Megalopolis. The suggestion that 
Sparta attempted to manipulate the story of Orestes in order to establish 
herself on the Megalopolitan Plain by placing Oresthasion / Orestheion 
somewhere on that plain must be seen as irrational. It is, of course, 
known that Sparta needed to secure the Northern areas against Argos and 
so used the myth of Orestes to that effect; yet we have shown that the 
Plain of Asea was the area which Sparta had in mind rather than that of 
Megalopolis and this is further proven by the participation of the 
Oresthasians in the war against the Lakedaimonians (Pausanias viii.39,3-5) 
for Oresthasion was park.of the Mainalian nation (Thoukydides v.64,3) 
just as were the towns of Pallantion, Asea and Eutaia, all of which were 
located East of Oros Tsemberou. Indeed we owe our very knowledge of 
Oresthasion to certain military campaigns of the Spartans aimed in a 
Northerly direction. During these campaigns (Herodotos ix.ll & 
Thoukydides v.64) the Lakedaimonians had to move rapidly and thus had 
to avail themselves of the fastest Nothcrly route. The fact that on both 






Fig. 7. The Site of Oresthasion. 








occasions they chose as a stopping ground the town of Oresthasion 
indicates that the town was located directly on the quickest way to the 
North. The topographical evaluation of the region has shown that the 
fastest way was through the plain of Asea via the Eurotas gorge, through 
the pass near the modern village of Skortsinou. An examination of the 
Plain of Asea has produced evidence in support of Loring’s theory which 
placed Oresthasion on the Eastern slopes of Or os Tsemberou between the 
chapels of Ayios Yiannakis and Ayia Triadha (Drakopoulos, 1991). Our 
survey has added to that identification the extreme limit of the site, the 
area around the chapel of Ayios Ioannes (Drakopoulos, 1992). 

ii. Remains 

a) Ayia Triadha. (PL 7.1-7.2) 

Traces of a Byzantine fortification wall have been noticed at the top 
of the hill.Part of the ancient road has survived immediately to the East 
of the chapel with an upper retaining wall in excellent condition. 

Pottery: Arch(Pik), Classical, Roman, Byzantine. 

b) Ayios Ioannes. 

Several worked blocks of stone can be seen East of the chapel 
before one starts to descend toward the hill of Ayia Triadha. 

Pottery: Classical, Hellenistic, Roman, Byzantine. 

c) Ayios Yiannakis. 

Blocks of ancient marble could be seen built in the walls of the 
chapel until 1990. Today the walls have been covered with a mud and 
cement mixture (PI. 8.1—8.2). 

Pottery: a limited number of Hellenistic sherds can be seen to the South 
of the chapel. 








2 . 

Aphrodision / ' AcppoStotov 


A. Testimonia 

i. Ancient 

Pausanias viii.44,2 

xqv 5e zvQzTocv tovxt it, Atpowov 'AcppoStotov xe iouv ovopot^opevov 
KOti p£x’ oduxo aAAo x^ptov xo ’ABnvoaov. 

"On the straight road from Haimoniai is a place called Aphrodision, and 
after it another, called Athenaion." 

B. The Site 

The site of Aphrodision is indeed the most attractive mystery on the 
Asean plain. We know that Pausanias ‘saw it’ after noticing Oresthasion, 
and prior to his arrival at Athenaion. The principal site around which 
revolves the dispute over the location of Aphrodision is the chapel of 
Ayios Yiannakis near the village of Marmaria. Loring’s report of ancient 
remains near a small chapel 200 yards North of Ay'ia Triadha led several 
investigators to believe that this small church may have been that of 
Ayios Yiannakis near Marmaria but the equation is not certain. In any 
case the very possibility that this may be the area which Pausanias called 
Aphrodision has to be disregarded. Ayios Yiannakis constituted simply 
the Northern limit of the site of Oresthasion and, although prior to the 
rebuilding of the chapel one could see ancient marble reused in its walls 
(Pll. 8.1-8.2), no specific evidence exists for a temple of Aphrodite or 
even for a habitation site distinct from that of Oresthasion. In fact no 
ceramic evidence worthy of special consideration has been found in that 
area as well as no other physical remains of any sort. The site of 
Aphrodision has to be sought further to the North East of Ayios 
Yiannakis midway between Marmaria and ancient Athenaion, very close, 
I believe, to the kalderimi on the Northern bank of the Alpheios. 









Fig. 8. The Site of Athenaion 











A. Testimonia 

i. Ancient 


3 . 

Athenaion / ’AGrjvatov 


Pausanias viii.44,2—3 

ciA/to x«ptov id A0r|voaov xouxou Se ev apioiepoi vao? eotiv ’A0r|va<; 
kou ayaAna ev aoxm At0ou. ToS 'A0tivouou 5e potAtoxa EtVootv 
odncoxspco axaSton; EpEtraa ’Aosa^ Eoxt, 

And [after Aphrodhision] another [place] called Athenaion. On the left of 
it is a temple of Athena with a stone image in it. About twenty stades 
away from Athenaion are the ruins of Asea." 

ii. Modern 

LORING, 1895: 32, placed it on the site of Ayios Pandeleimon. 

FRAZER, 1913: 413-4, placed it at Ayios Pandeleimon. 
HITZIG-BLUMNER, 1907: 278, placed it at Ayios Pan dele/man. 
KAHRSTEDT, 1954: 141, could not place it. 

BOBLAYE, 1836: 173, reported traces of a wall West of Ayios 
Pandeleimon. 

JOST, 1974: 46, did not place it. 

PRITCHETT, 1982: 60-61, did not place it. 

PfKOULAS, 1988: 65, placed it at Ayios Yeoryios. 

B. The Site (fig. 8) 

i. Identification 

The site of ancient Athenaion has been known by the local 
inhabitants for more than four generations. Remains that are easily 
noticeable on and around the low hill of Ayios Yeoryios - about 4.8km 
from the Asean akropolis - mark the Western limit of ancient Athenaion. 
Boblaye’s observation of wall remains West of the small chapel of Ayios 
Pandeleimon at a distance of about 1km due East of the hill of Ayios 
Yeoryios may mark the Eastern limits of the same site. The distance of 
about 20 stades from the area between the two chapels to the Asean 
akropolis is in direct agreement with that given by Pausanias. The 


Northern limits of the site may be set at a place called ‘Okhtia’ a little to 
the North of the mid-distance just mentioned, although the ceramic 
evidence from a ploughed field in that area does not correspond 
chronologically. The Southern limit is the side of the hill North of the 
chapel. 

ii. Remains 

Architectural remains of Late Roman and Byzantine date can be 
seen on and around the hill of Ayios Yeoryios. 

Pottery: EH(Mess), MH(Holm), LH(Bleg), Arch(Pik), Hellenistic, Roman 
and Byzantine. 










